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These diagnostic and treatment algorithms for advanced breast cancer (ABC) are 
published as Supplementary figures to

4th ESO–ESMO International Consensus Guidelines for Advanced Breast Cancer 
(ABC 4) Annals of Oncology, Volume 29, Issue 8, 1 August 2018, Pages 1634–1657

The voting results of the consensus conference are also available as slides: 

Download the official slides from the ABC 4 conference

https://oncologypro.esmo.org/content/download/137897/2542577/file/ESO-ESMO-International-Consensus-Guidelines-for-Advanced-Breast-Cancer-ABC.pdf


ABC diagnostic 
work-up and 
staging
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*Discuss indications. Brain MRI not indicated 
unless there are symptoms



Treatment of LABC
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Treatment of 
ER-negative / 
HER2-positive ABC
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Note: Include in clinical trials when available



Treatment of 
ER-positive / 
HER2-positive ABC
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Note: Include in clinical trials when available



Treatment of 
ER-positive / 
HER2-negative 
ABC
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Endocrine Therapy (ET)

Genetic counselling and BRCA mutation status 
testing to be discussed with selected patients



Treatment of 
ER-positive / 
HER2-negative 
ABC
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Chemotherapy (ChT)

Genetic counselling and BRCA mutation status 
testing to be discussed with selected patients



Treatment of 
advanced TNBC
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Note: Include in clinical trials when available



ABC follow-up and 
supportive care
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Note: Throughout the cancer path, adequate information 
should be provided to the patient



ABC symptom 
control
Pain
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ABC symptom 
control
Cancer-related fatigue
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ABC symptom 
control
CDK inhibitor-induced neutropaenia
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ABC symptom 
control
Non-infectious pneumonitis
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ABC symptom 
control
Mucositis/stomatitis
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ABC symptom 
control
Dyspnoea
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ABC symptom 
control
Nausea and vomiting

© 2018 ESMO. All rights reserved. esmo.org/Guidelines/ Breast-Cancer/4th-ESO-ESMO-International-Consensus-Guidelines-for-Advanced-Breast-Cancer-ABC-4



ABC symptom 
control
Endocrine toxicities of mTOR inhibition
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This slide set provides you with the diagnostic and treatment algorithms included in the full ESO-ESMO consensus guidelines on advanced breast 
cancer. Key content of these guidelines includes diagnostic criteria, staging of disease, treatment plans and follow-up. 

The ESMO Clinical Practice Guidelines (ESMO CPGs) and consensus statements are intended to provide you with a set of recommendations for the 
best standards of care, using evidence-based medicine. Implementation of ESMO CPGs and consensus statements facilitate knowledge uptake and 
helps you to deliver an appropriate quality of focused care to your patients. 

This slide set contains information obtained from authentic and highly regarded sources (www.esmo.org). Although every effort has been made to 
ensure that treatment and other information are presented accurately in this publication, the ultimate responsibility rests with the prescribing 
physician. Neither the publisher nor the ESMO Guidelines Committee can be held responsible for errors or for any consequences arising from the 
use of information contained herein. For detailed prescribing information on the use of any product or procedure discussed herein, please consult the 
prescribing information or instructional material issued by the manufacturer.

The slide set can be used as a quick reference guide to access key content on evidence-based management and individual slides may be used for 
personal presentation in their present version and without any alterations. All rights reserved.

© 2018 European Society for Medical Oncology
Please visit www.esmo.org or oncologypro.esmo.org to view the full guidelines.
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